5 Questions of
Courtship & Marriage
What?
 Why?
 How?
 Who?
 When?


What is marriage?




Marriage is a divine institution, an 'act of Creation', in which
one man and one woman become united for life before
God.
 Genesis 2:21-24
It is a type of Christ and the ecclesia.
 Ephesians 5:31-32 tells us that when God spoke in
Genesis, He was looking ahead to Christ and the union
that would take place

Why marry?


“It was not good for man to be alone” (Gen. 2:18)
The 6th day was not pronounced 'very good' until the creation of
Eve.

“The special creation of woman was to evoke from her husband
characteristics which would make him, and consequently herself, like
unto the Elohim... Hence marriage is not just a husband and wife
dwelling under the same roof and it is more than the existence of a
legal document. Marriage is a reflection of the unity that exists
between Christ and the ecclesia”
Be Ye Doers of the Word, p. 103
“Marriage, like nothing else, can tenderly blend the emotions,
affections and intellect into wonderful harmony. Because no two
people are alike, God never meant us to marry a copy of ourselves.
The strengths and weaknesses of differing personalities enriches the
experiences of both, serving to unite rather than divide.”
Be Ye Doers of the Word, p. 111

Two made One
In marriage, then, two individuals become one in mind and
body. Their walk to the Kingdom becomes a joint one.
Potentially, as parents, they will contribute to the furtherance
of a godly seed, fulfilling the command in Gen 1:26-27, to
“bring forth fruit”. (cp. God Manifestation)
o “I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for
them if they abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let
them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.” 1 Cor
7:8-9
God has imprinted us with powerful
physical drives, and marriage is the only
relationship in which God has approved
and blessed the fulfilment of this physical
union.

How?
(what is involved in a marriage relationship?)




Marriage teaches us:
 Selflessness & Self-sacrifice


Co-operation



Mercy, forgiveness, patience (see 1Cor 13 & Gal. 5:22)



Tenderness and Godly love



Mutual submission to God and to each other



Devotion

“heirs together of the grace of life” - work together!
 ct. Abraham & Sarah (Gen. 18) with Lot (Gen. 19)

Who?
Where should we be looking?
(What are God's boundaries?)
What kind of character and qualities should we be
searching for?
Knowing God's boundaries, what should this
person be like?!

Who...
Marriage out of the Truth is not God's will








Do not be mismated with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14)

A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If
the husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she
wishes, only in the Lord (1 Cor. 7:39)
You shall not make marriages with them, giving your
daughters to their sons, nor taking their daughters for
your sons (Deut. 7:1,3)
...we would not give our daughters unto the people of
the land, nor take their daughters for our sons (Neh
10:30)

Scriptural examples of bad marriages with unbelievers













Esau with two Hittite wives, a grief of mind to his parents (Gen.
26:34-35; 27:46)
Esau married Ishmael's daughter, vainly hoping to please Isaac
(Gen 28:9)
Solomon's many foreign wives turned him away to idols (1 Kings
11:1-8)
Samson's bad experiences with foreign women (Judges 14-16)
Jews intermarried with women of the land, then put their wives
away at Ezra's counsel (Ezra 9:2-10:3)
Jews married foreign women, and children grew up not
understanding Hebrew. Nehemiah beat and cursed some of
them and pulled out their hair (Neh. 13:23-29)
There are no examples of good marriages out of the Truth in the
Bible.
Roy Styles, Marriage in the Truth

Warnings not to marry unbelievers


Abraham to his servant about Isaac (Gen. 24:3-4)



Isaac to Jacob (Gen. 28:1)



God to all Israel (Deut. 7:1-3)



Joshua to all Israel (Josh. 23:11-13)

Some people will be baptized just to marry us




Men of Shechem were circumcised just to marry Jews (Gen. 34:1-24)
“Even if this is not one's motivation, it behoves us to let them make
their decision without distracting them. Their relationship with God is
more important, and must be allowed to ripen naturally. We must
counsel others to bring interested friends to a knowledge of the
Truth through members of the same sex, before the emotions of
dating obscure objective reasoning, and love perhaps overrides
beliefs for a while...”


Lynn Perry, “Dating Outside the Household – Is it Right?

Some of the day to day problems
for those who marry unbelievers











Harder to attend ecclesial classes and activities.
Will the children go to our meetings or a church?
Must put up with the unbeliever's family and friends of the world.
Where will the home be located-near an ecclesia, 30 miles away,
or in isolation?
How to handle the unbeliever's association with their churchattendace, money, activities, etc?
Will the unbeliever accept out of town Christadelphian guests?
High rate of divorce in the world-who would get the children?
Possibility of being drawn away from God forever.
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Charm is deceitful, beauty is vain...




“...the sons of God saw the daughters of men that
they were fair; and they took them wives of all which
they chose.”(Gen. 6:2 – cp. also Samson)
“But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature;
because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance (eye), but the LORD looketh on the
heart.”(1 Sam 16:7)

When...?
As with baptism, marriage does not necessarily require a
certain age to be reached, but rather a combination of
spiritual, emotional, and practical qualities and abilities to
be demonstrated.
Husbands must be prepared to:
- Be a spiritual head, wash his wife with the word
- Be a financial provider
- Be ‘in the Lord’ (baptised)
- Be emotionally stable
Wives must be prepared to:
- Be a spiritual helper
- Be ready to serve and run a family
- Be ‘in the Lord’ (baptised)
- Be emotionally stable

To court or not to court...




If you’re not planning on marriage – don't date!
God does not approve of us 'playing around'
with other people emotionally or physically. In
both of these categories we can damage
people for life. If either partner is unqualified to
be a prospective marriage partner, courtship
should not be entered into.
Marriage ideally is ONE MAN + ONE WOMAN for
life. We should remember this idea when
contemplating courtship as well.

What is dating/courtship for, then?


A time to get to know someone more deeply
 Someone whom you view to be a potential marriage
partner!


Someone whose character you have considered


Whose values you know



Whose ambitions you admire



Whose intentions are clear



Whose dedication to God has already been shown



Who fits God's requirements for a marriage partner

How?


If just looking for friendship:
 No physical contact


Go with group – no 'one-on-one'



Look for Godly friends, with morals, who read their Bible



Talk about your Biblical beliefs; discuss the Truth

Ground Rules for ‘Non-relationships’


‘Hugs and High 5’s’



Avoid emotional and/or physical flirting:


sitting on laps, tickling, wrestling, horsing-around,
poking, hands-on games, etc.

The principles of Ephesians 5 apply from Day 1
“Because the LORD was witness to the covenant between you and the
wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant. Has not the one God made
and sustained for us the spirit of life? And what does He desire? Godly
offspring. So take heed to yourselves, and let none be faithless to the
wife of his youth.” (Mal 2:14-15 RSV)

Spiritual
Emotional
Physical

When the emotional aspect of a
relationship overtakes the spiritual aspect, then
heartache is likely to occur.
And when the
physical aspect of a relationship overtakes the
emotional and spiritual aspects, then sin is the
inevitable consequence.

What should we do?















Know your Bible, uphold God's standards, and develop
a 'God-consciousness'
Talk about Bible principles related to dating and
marriage. Make sure you are on the same page on
important principles from the beginning.
Pray together and do Bible readings together
Develop friendship with spiritual couple(s) in similar
stage
Don't be isolationist. Stay around other people to help
maintain your standards
Listen to advice of parents (Prov. 5:12-14; Ex. 22:16-17;
Deut 22:28-29; Judg 14:13)
Limit physical contact
Plan an “escape” in case passions get too strong
Dating is serious – look for partner for life with spiritual
qualities
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What should we not do?



Don't date someone with loose or immoral reputation



Don't dress seductively



Don't engage in activities displeasing to God


Movies, concerts, parties, etc.



Think Joseph! - “how can I do this great wickedness...”



Don't date unbelievers (Deut. 7:1-6; 2 Cor. 6:14)



Don't enter relationship just for fun – don't date casually.
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Who? Reasons why we should
not date outside the Truth:










Then there will be no possibility of our marrying out of the Truth,
and committing a great sin. (Neh. 10:29-30)
We should have no fellowship with unbelievers, nor anything in
common with them (2 Cor. 6:14-15 - “do not join hands...”)
Bad example to other young people and our own family
members who might not be as strong as we think we are.
Presents an unfair situation to the unbeliever who might be
baptized just to please us and get married.

Manifestation of our spiritual weakness – the Word is not
dwelling in us enough to control our actions
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Where do I find someone?
Make attendance at Christadelphian
functions a priority

Attend meetings, Sunday schools and CYC

Attend study weekends
Attend Youth weekends and conferences

Work with the Angels!

What do I look for?


Personal qualities:


How do they treat people they're not required to treat
with consideration? (waiters, unpleasant people, helpless,
elderly)



How do they treat friends and family (especially parents)



How do they treat small children?



How do they handle conflict?



Are they pleasant at all times?



Do they lose their temper easily?



Are they inconsiderate and hurtful?



Are they still reasonable when they do not get their own
way, etc.?

What about spiritual qualities?






Are they baptised?
Do they attend ecclesial and fraternal meetings
regularly?
Are they genuinely interested in the things of God?
(not just inside, but outside the ecclesia)



Do they love reading and talking about the word?



Would they make a good husband or wife?



Are they an active or passive member of the
ecclesia?

'Find someone who loves God more than they love you!'

When and Why not to court


When you haven't solidified your relationship with God (ie,
Baptism). Don't allow the emotions of a relationship to
potentially cloud motivation for serving God. Baptism, not
a relationship, is your first priority.
 when you’re many years away from being able to be
married






because you feel pressured by friends, or others around
you who are ‘dating’ (ie, 'everyone else is doing it')
To 'play the field', gain some 'valuable relationship
experience'

Because of a desire to experience either (or both) the
emotional or physical aspects of a relationship

Trust in the LORD with all
thine heart, and lean not
unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and
He shall direct thy paths.”
Prov. 2:5-6

