God’s Purpose With Man
“For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God Himself
that formed the earth and made it; He hath established it, He
created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited: I am the
LORD; and there is none else.”
(Isaiah 45:18)

“For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”
(Habakkuk 2:14)
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“And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD,
The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no
means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and
to the fourth generation.”
(Exodus 34:6-7)

“Let Us Make Man…”
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness… So God created man in His own image, in the image of
God created He him; male and female created He them.”
(Genesis 1:26-27)
Questions
• Who is the “us” and “our”?
• What does Image & Likeness refer to?
• Why a male & a female?

Why the Use of the Plural?
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness… So God created man in His own image, in the image of
God created He him; male and female created He them.”
(Genesis 1:26-27)

Let Scripture Interpret Scripture
– What’s The Bible Echo???

“Let Us Make Man…”
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… So God created man in His own
image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.” (Genesis 1:26-27)
Genesis 11:3-4
“And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had
brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth…

“Let Us Make Man…”
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… So God created man in His own
image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.” (Genesis 1:26-27)
Genesis 11:3-4
“And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had
brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth…
Genesis 11:7-9
“Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one
another's speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth:
and they left off to build the city… because the LORD did there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.”

Indicating a multitude of people working in harmony together with a united purpose.
What multitude was with God at the time of creation???

The Angels at Creation
“When the morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:7)
Morningstar:
Those endowed with great power and authority:
- Nebuchadnezzar (Isa. 14:12)
- Immortal Christ (2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 2:28; 22:16)
Sons of God:
Godly ones (Gen. 6:2,4) who are led by His spirit-word (Rom. 8:14), sons of the
resurrection (Luke 20:36), revealed at Christ’s return (Rom. 8:19), created in faith of
Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:26).
Specifically: The resurrected and glorified Saints who are made like the angels – Luke
20:36

Job 38:7
1. The Context:
– A commentary on the Genesis 1 Creation account
– Verse 7 is in the immediate context of a commentary on Gen. 1:1-2

2. A Bible Echo:

Job 38 & Psalm 104

– Both passages begin with a commentary upon Genesis 1:1-2 (Psa.
104:2,3,5; Job 38:4-6)
– Both passages follow with a commentary on the waters at creation:
(Psa. 104:3,6-13; Job 38:8-12)
•
•
•
•

The spirit moving on the waters (Psa. 104:6; Job 38:8),
Creation of Clouds (Psa. 104:3; Job 38:9),
Creation of Seas & Rivers (Psa. 104:7-8),
Water bounded by the land(Psa. 104:9; Job 38:10-11)

– Between these two commentaries is a reference to a multitude:
(Psa. 104:4; Job 38:7) Note: Hebrews 1:7 proves Psa. 104:4 is speaking of Angels

Job 38:7
1. The Context: Genesis 1 Commentary
2. A Bible Echo: Job 38:7 & Psalm 104:4
3. A 2nd Bible Echo:

Job 38:7,9 & Luke 2:9-14

– The Angels present & rejoicing at the birth of physical creation
parallels the angels present & rejoicing at the birth of the new
“spiritual” creation (Job 38:7; Luke 2:9-14)
– The use of the word “swaddling bands” (Job 38:9; Luke 2:12)

Conclusion:
The Multitude of the Angelic Host were present at Creation
and become the “us” and “our” of Gen. 1:26-27

Elohim
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… So God created man in His own
image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.”
(Genesis 1:26-27)
Hebrews 1:6
“And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels
(angelos) of God worship him.”
Quoted from Psalm 97:7
“Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols:
worship him, all ye gods (Elohim).”
Hebrews 2:7
“Thou madest him a little lower than the angels (angelos); thou crownedst him with glory and
honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands.”
Quoted from Psalm 8:4-5
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest
him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels (Elohim), and hast crowned
him with glory and honour.”

The Angels
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… So God
created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and
female created He them.”
(Genesis 1:26-27)

Question: Why does it say God did it?
2 Chron. 18:18-22
“I saw the LORD sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven standing
on his right hand and on his left. And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab
king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake
saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner. Then there
came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And
the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go out, and be a lying
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD said, Thou shalt entice
him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even so. Now therefore,
behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets,
and the LORD hath spoken evil against thee.”
– “host of heaven” – Angels – Ps. 103:21; Luke 2:13

The Angels of God
“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?”
(Hebrews 1:14)

“Bless the LORD, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do
His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word.
Bless ye the LORD, all ye His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do
His pleasure.”
(Psalm 103:20-21)

The Image of God
Image:
Used in O.T. to refer to:
- An idolatrous image / statue (2 Kings 11:18; Ezek. 16:17)
- An illustration on a wall (Ezek. 23:14)
Used in N.T. to refer to:
- An idolatrous image / statue (Rom. 1:23)
- An illustration on a coin (Luke 20:24)
- The character of God & Christ that we’re being transformed into by
the putting on of the new man and the renewing of our minds
(Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18; 4:4; Col. 3:10)

An image is a representation / impression of something - Representing

The Image of God
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren.”
(Romans 8:29)

The Image of God
• Adam created in Image of God (Gen. 1:27)
• Christ was the Image of God (2 Cor. 4:4; Col 1:15; Heb. 1:3)
• Adam’s Descendants were in the Image of Adam (Gen. 5:3)
• We are being transformed into the Image of God & Christ
(Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:10)
• Being made in the Image of God, we have the ability to
grow to reflect His character, but we will not be in the
fullness of His Image until we are made free from sin.

The Likeness of God
Likeness:
A similarity:
- Physical similarity - i.e. looks like something
(Ezek. 1:5,10,16,22,26,28)
- Moral similarity - i.e. to sin (Rom. 5:14)
- Similarity of Nature - i.e. human or divine nature (Rom. 8:3; Phil. 2:7)
- Mental similarity (i.e. the ability to reason, understand, aspire, grow)

Likeness is a Resemblance: Physical, Mental, and Moral

Image & Likeness
“Man was divinely endowed with the power of speech, and
with all the qualities that spring from that endowment. He
alone could communicate with the Creator and to him alone
could the Creator reveal His purpose. This divine likeness, with
its moral endowment and ability to reason, distinguishes man
from the rest of creation…
These endowments placed man in a different relationship to
the Creator from that of the other creatures: he was different
in capacity and potentiality. He could, and inevitably would,
develop a character by his reaction to the divine will.”
(Bro. John Carter – God’s Way, page 53)

Male & Female Created He Them
“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul.”
(Genesis 2:7)

Dust + Breath of Life = Living Soul

Male & Female Created He Them
“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken
from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the man.”
(Genesis 2:21-22)
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Ephesians 5:22-33
1 Cor. 11:2-16
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Male & Female Created He Them
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts.”
(Isaiah 55:9)
“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them
up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own
bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for
ever. Amen.”
(Romans 1:21-25)

