Questions:
What Was The Commandment?
Why Was A Commandment Necessary?
What Was the Consequence of Disobedience for Adam & Eve?
How Does Their Disobedience Affect Us?
Were Adam & Eve Supposed to Die The Literal Day They Sinned?

“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it…”
(Genesis. 2:16-17)

“…We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”
(Genesis 3:2-3)

•

“God put them to the test, by introducing the law of the Tree, so that their
affections and desires could be developed, and then demonstrated.”
(Bro. Tecwyn Morgan, Studies in the Statement of Faith, page 22)

•

“Man… was placed under law, by which his obedience was tested… The
Creator’s will is supreme, and it is His prerogative to give laws to determine
man’s conduct. To disobey those laws is to challenge God’s supremacy, and to
set up man’s will in opposition to the will of God. Such a challenge cannot be
ignored by the Creator.”
(Bro. John Carter, God’s Way, page 53)

•

“God created beings with the capacity to make a choice and presented them
with that choice. By their own free-will they could exhibit characteristics
pleasing and acceptable to Him, putting their trust and loyalty in Him,
thereby, honouring Him. Or they could do “that which was right in their own
eyes” and face the consequences of their actions.”
(Bro. Matt Trowell, Understanding the Atonement, page 28)

The Tree of Life

The Tree of the
Knowledge of Good & Evil

Symbolic of the hope of
Eternal Life obtained by
faithfully following God’s
commandments.

Symbolic of the certainty of
death that would surely come
as a result of disobedience to
God’s will, that man’s own will
might be done.

LIFE

DEATH

“…I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.”
(Deuteronomy 30:19)

• They were not immortal
• The were not yet condemned to death
• He had the capacity to be tempted
• He had the capacity to sin
• He had the capacity to die

Man was capable of dying,
but death was not a certainty.

The Consequence:
“…for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17)
The Sentence:
“In the sweat of thy face thou shalt eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.” (Gen. 3:19)
Carried Out:
“And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and
he died.” (Gen. 5:5)

The method of death was not important –
returning to the dust is what’s important.

Romans 5:12
“Sin entered into the world”:
– From then on, Sin reigned like a king over mankind (Rom 6:12)

“And death by sin”:
– Death was the penalty imposed by God once sin had become a fact

“Death passed upon all men”:
– All of Adam’s descendants subject to death & corruption (it became
a law of their nature)

“For that all have sinned”:
– Adam’s descendants inherit a nature prone to sin (i.e. we will
inevitably sin). Therefore it’s just that God makes everyone subject
to death from the time of birth.

Romans 5:12
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”

5:15 – “…through the offence of one many be dead…”
5:16 – “…judgment was by one to condemnation…”
5:17 – “…by one man's offence death reigned…”
5:18 – “…by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation…”
5:19 – “…by one man's disobedience many were made sinners…”

Romans 5:19
“For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners…”
2 Corinthians 5:21
“For He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.”
Hebrews 2:14
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil.”
Hebrews 4:15
“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Personal Transgressions

Physical Sin
•

•
•

Our physical nature, inherited
from Adam is sinful and needs
atoning for by Christ’s blood
through baptism.
“Sin-in-the-flesh”
Adamic sin

•

The Sins we personally commit
need atoning for.

“…baptism is primarily for the remission, removal or pardon
of Adam’s sin, although it includes the remission of personal
sins, which latter remission is only an incident.”

“…sin hath reigned unto death…” (Romans 5:21)
The Natural State of Man
6:17,20 – “…ye were the servants of sin…”
6:19 – “…ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto
iniquity…”
6:21 – “What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end
of those things is death.”
7:5 – “…when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work
in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.”
7:18 – “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing…”
7:24 – “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
8:6 – “For to be carnally minded is death…”
8:7 – “…the carnal mind is enmity against God…”
8:8 – “So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.”
“…that through death he might… deliver them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage. (Heb. 2:14-15)

When Adam & Eve sinned:
- Sin entered the world
- Man’s passions were now awakened & his lusts excited
- Resulting in: An inherent tendency to sin
- All mankind (apart from Christ) are inevitable sinners by birth
- It is right we should be born dying creatures
The Heart of Man:
Jeremiah 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it?”
Mark 7:21-23 – “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things
come from within, and defile the man.”
Genesis 8:21 – “…for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth…”

“…for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17)
The Truth
The day they partook of the fruit, Adam & Eve
would now be subject to death – death was now a
certainty and the dying process began.

The Error
The day they partook of the fruit, Adam & Eve were
supposed to die a violent death (death by slaying).

So Why Didn’t They???

• Adam & Eve deserved a violent death (death by slaying)
for the sin they committed.
• God was merciful towards them and prolonged their life.
• The violent death due to them was carried out on the
animal instead of Adam & Eve
• The animal sacrifice points to Christ. Therefore, Christ
died the violent death deserving to all the descendants
of Adam & Eve. (i.e. Christ died instead of us).

The 1st Adam: Adam

The 2nd Adam: Christ

• Disobeyed God’s Command
• Result: Subject to Death
(1 Cor. 15:21)
• All his descendants by natural
birth are subject to sin & death
(1 Cor. 15:22)

• Life of Obedience
• Result: Immortal Life
(1 Cor. 15:21)
• All his descendants by spiritual
birth (baptism) are subject to
life & immortality
(1 Cor. 15:22)

THE OFFENSE OF ADAM
REIGN OF SIN
CONDEMNATION OF DEATH

THE GIFT OF GOD
REIGN OF GRACE
JUSTIFICATION OF LIFE

•

When Adam & Eve were created they were not immortal, nor was there yet the
certainty of death

•

Man was placed under law to provide him with a choice

•

The penalty for sin is death (a returning to the dust)

•

The penalty threatened was the sentence received by Adam & Eve.

•

All of Adam’s descendants are unfortunately born under the reign of sin &
death. By no fault of our own, we have an inherent tendency / bias toward sin,
we are selfish creatures, and will inevitably sin. Therefore, it is right we are born
dying creatures.

•

The flesh and blood nature we are born with needs to be changed in order to
enter the Kingdom of God. But in no way does it need atoned for.

•

Christ died as our representative, whom we identify with in baptism. He did
not die instead of us as our substitute.

•

We are by birth identified with Adam. By dying to sin through baptism we
identify ourselves with Christ, through whom we have the remission of our sins
and hope of eternal life by God’s grace.

“In this was manifested the love of God toward
us, because that God sent His only begotten son
into the world, that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us, and sent His son to be the
propitiation for our sins.”
(1 John 4:9-10)

