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The theme of separation
• “the LORD God planted a garden” (Genesis 2:8)
• This garden was ‘a place protected by a fence’
• It was a garden of ‘delight’ (Eden)
• Designed for Adam and Eve to live: a paradise.
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Unity was broken
• The woman was told that her “desire” would be for
Adam (Genesis 3:16)
• Concordat translation: “By your husband is your
restoration, and he shall rule over you”
• Therefore, Eve could be restored if she is subject to
her husband and allowed him to “ruler over” her.
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The pattern of the Tabernacle?
• The Cherubim “placed” at the East of the Garden
(3:24)
• “Placed” ~ shakan (linked to shakana): ‘to dwell, to
have habitation, to lodge in’
• Vine: “At the East of the Garden of Eden, He caused
to dwell in a Tabernacle the Cherubim and flaming
sword”
• “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may
dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8).
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Links with the priesthood
• The Cherubim was “to keep the way” (3:24)
• “keep” [shamar] ~ ‘guard, keep watch, protect,
save life’
• Same word used by the priests in the Tabernacle.
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Nu 1:53 But the Levites shall pitch round the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no
wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the
charge of the tabernacle of testimony
Nu 3:7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation
before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle.
Nu 3:8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation,
and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.
Nu 3:32 And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be chief over the chief of the
Levites, and have the oversight of them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.
Nu 3:38 But those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east, even before the
tabernacle of the congregation eastward, shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons,
keeping the charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of Israel; and the
stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
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Nu 8:26 But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the
congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou
do unto the Levites touching their charge.
Nu 18:3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the
tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and
the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die.
Nu 18:4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the
tabernacle of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a
stranger shall not come nigh unto you.
Nu 18:5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of
the altar: that there be no wrath any more upon the children of Israel.
Nu 18:7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest’s
office for every thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve.
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More evidence?
• The Tree of life was “in the midst of the garden” (2:9)
• It was hidden beyond the Cherubim at the East
• The Tree of life = The Most Holy Place ...?
• Also, the entrance was at the east (3:24)
• The door of the Tabernacle & Temple was on the east.
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The cherubim on the veil

See the veil - Exodus 26:31
Carved into the walls, doors and panels
of temple - 1 Kings 6:29-35.
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The cherubim in the Holy of Holies

Two large cherubims either
side of the throne in the
Holy of Holies: Tabernacle
(Exodus 25:18-22); and the
Temple (1 Kings 6:23-28).
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The menorah, the Tree of Life?

Exodus 25:31-40 (see also 1 Kings 7:18-20)
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Adam was to “dress” the Garden
Nu 3:7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole
congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service
of the tabernacle.
Nu 3:8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service
of the tabernacle.
Nu 4:23 From thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou
number them; all that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in
the tabernacle of the congregation.
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Nu 4:24 This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, to serve, and for
burdens:
Nu 4:26 And the hangings of the court, and the hanging for the door of the gate of
the court, which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their cords,
and all the instruments of their service, and all that is made for them: so shall they
serve.
Nu 4:30 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt thou
number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the
tabernacle of the congregation.
Nu 4:37 These were they that were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all
that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron
did number according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
Nu 4:41 These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon,
of all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and
Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD.
Nu 4:47 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that
came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the
tabernacle of the congregation.
13

Ge 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of
Eden to dress it and to keep it.
Nu 3:7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole
congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of
the tabernacle.
Nu 3:8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of
the tabernacle.
Nu 8:26 But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the
congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do
unto the Levites touching their charge.
Nu 18:7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest’s office
for every thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have
given your priest’s office unto you as a service of gift: and the stranger that
cometh nigh shall be put to death.
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God ‘walked’ in the Garden
Leviticus 26:12 And I will walk among you, and
will be your God, and ye shall be my people.
2 Samuel 7:6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any
house since the time that I brought up the children
of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
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The door at the East
• ... “a sin lieth at the door [pethach]” (Genesis 4:7)
• Can refer to the entrance of a tent (18:1)
• But importantly it is the same word as: “door of the
tent” (Exodus 26:36); “door of the tabernacle” (29:4);
“door of the temple” (Ezekiel 8:7, 16); and the “door
of the east gate of the LORD’s house” (10:19)
• This entrance to the east was therefore just like the
entrance to the Tabernacle or Temple later.
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Ex 26:36 And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework.
Ex 29:4 And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and shalt wash them with water.
Le 1:3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall
offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.
Le 1:5 And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the
blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation.
Le 3:2 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar
round about.
Le 4:4 And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before
the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head, and kill the bullock before the LORD. 17

Can we see a Tabernacle?
Tabernacle

Eden
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Can we see a Tabernacle?

19
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Noah saved his house

• “... pitch it within and without with pitch” (Genesis 6:14)
• [1] “pitch” [kapher] means ‘atonement’
• [2] “pitch” [kopher] ‘a ransom’ or ‘a price of a life’.
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God’s floating sanctuary
• There would only be one door (6:16)
• Three stories (v16), and height would be 30 cubits (v15)
• The height of the Temple was the same (1 Kings 6:2), and
the Temple/Tabernacle also had 3 storeys of chambers
(i.e., the outer court, Holy Place and Most Holy Place)
• Both the Ark and the Temple had narrow windows for light.
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“Come thou and all thy house in the Ark” (Genesis 7:1); “and
the LORD shut him in” (v16). Noah’s ark can therefore be
viewed as God’s sanctuary, where God dwelt with man.

3

Pictures of Eden
• Genesis 12:6-8
• Shechem ~ ‘between the shoulders’ or ‘burden bearer’
• Bethel ~ ‘house of God’; Hai ~ ‘ruin’
• “Called upon the name of the LORD [Yahweh]” (v8)
• ‘Invoked Yahweh in the Name of Yahweh’
• i.e., approached God through the Name of a Mediator
• (Genesis 3:15 cp. John 8:56).
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More strong allusions to Eden
• Genesis 13:18 - Abram goes to Mamre in Hebron
• “Mamre” ~ ‘fatness’
• “Hebron” ~ ‘fellowship’
• Eden, the land of delights, or a land of fatness and
goodness. In this knowledge Abram built an altar
• The background of Melchizedek therefore appears to
be pointing towards Eden restored.
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A new kind of Priesthood
• Unlike the Priestly Cherubim associated with Eden,
this one is with Jerusalem [see Psalm 76:1-2]
• King of Righteousness & King of Peace
• Allusions to Eden ...
• Righteousness or ‘right-way-ness’ [back to Garden]
• Peace [peaceful state with God in close fellowship]
• But there are no sacrifices unlike the original Garden.
6

Melchizedek sent to bless Abram
• With just 318 men Abram is victorious
• As he makes his way back home, Melchizedek
[providentially] greets him
• “the most High God” (14:18,19,20,21)
• Of the 8 times in the Old Testament, 4 times here
and 3 times in Daniel (3:26, 5:18, 21)
• In this context, they eat bread and wine.
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A covenant making meal
• Think about this as a ‘covenant meal’
• The covenant established in Genesis 15:17-18 where
God promises to hold His side of the covenant
• It is confirmed in 17:10-11, where a sign of Abram’s
side of the covenant is made
• Hence this covenant centres around this meal of
fellowship: a meal of grace and love.
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Melchizedek’s Order was greater
• Abram received the blessing (Genesis 14:19)
• Abram gave a tenth of all (14:20)
• Melchizedek’s royal priesthood was greater than
not only Abram’s but all his descendants, the
firstborns, and later the priests of Aaron
• Observe that this was not a fiery fearsome priest,
or involve any animal offering because of sin being
committed by Abram. Instead this was a blessing.
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God assured Abram
• Genesis 15:1 Abram had refused the riches of
Sodom, and God more than makes it up to him
• Abram is concerned that he has no “seed” (Genesis
15:2-3, i.e. to fulfil the promises 13:14-16)
• Abram approached God as “Lord GOD” or Adonai
Yahweh [derived from dan ~ ‘to judge, rule’]
• The Most High God who had overcome the kings.
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Abram was given a promise
• Before God compared Abram’s seed to “the dust
of the earth” (Genesis 14:16), but now: “Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars ...” (15:5)
• This was all spoken to a childless man
• Eden Restored: no longer cursed and ending up
like the dust, but elevated to the heavenlies - both
him and his seed. To become a countless number.
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Abram totally believed

• Genesis 15:6 This is the first time we find the words
“believed”, “counted” and “righteousness”
• Gesenius says this word “believed” describes a
child in the arms of his/her mother
• Abram’s faith is connected with God’s promise
respecting his “seed”.
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Suffering, death and the inheritance
• Genesis 15:12: In the “deep sleep” and the “horror
of great darkness”
• In awakening from his “deep sleep” Abram received
the promise of the resurrection
• Hence the way to blessing (i.e. the Paradise) was
through death and resurrection with the power of
the new High Priest, Melchizedek.
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The covenant confirmed in Christ
• Genesis 15:18 - [tyrb bariyth] ‘to cut’
• The division of the animals represented the two
parties of the covenant: God and Abram
• Revelation 1:14-16 - Smoking furnace and burning
lamp are symbolic of God manifested in the flesh, in
the form of His Son, the Lord Jesus
• The covenant would be confirmed in Christ.
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Everything pointed to Jesus
• The priest from Salem, bread & wine, cutting of
the pieces, the death & resurrection, were all
about the Lord Jesus Christ
• This is how the Everlasting Priesthood would be
established
• This was God’s answer to the problem of Eden.
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Numbers 25:3. Israel “joined” – RVm:
‘yoked’, or ‘bound, fastened’. They were
physically bound to Baal of Peor (The Lord of
the Cleft, or Opening), the lord of fertility.
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Zimri - a prince of
Simeon (Numbers
25:14) brought Cozbi a princess of Midian
(v15) - into the camp
Simeon ~‘hearing’]
“Belly” is related to
“tent” (v8). The
Companion Bible: “a
pleasure tent used in
the worship of Baal”.
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See Psalm 106:28-30. Now “executed
judgement” (palal) which 74/84 times is
‘pray’, and can mean ‘intervene, mediate’
Cozbi means ‘my lie’ (like the serpent: ‘thou
shalt not die’) and she seduced Zimri, who
should have been ‘hearing’ God.
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This evil took place by the “door of the tabernacle” (Numbers
25:6). “door” [petchach] is the same word used in Genesis 4:7. No
one was guarding and protecting the “door”, except Phinehas.
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Phinehas and his covenant
• God gave Phinehas a two-part covenant of: [1] Peace
(Numbers 25:12) and [2] An Everlasting Priesthood (v13)
• Genesis 17:6-7: Abraham received an “everlasting covenant”
• For another link see Psalm 106:31 and Genesis 15:1-6
• Abraham (for faith) and Phinehas (for works)
• Phinehas was “zealous for my sake” (Numbers 25:11)
• “I have been jealous for the LORD God of hosts” (1 Kings
19:10) - against the corruption of Jezebel and Ahab!
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A royal inheritance for a priest

• Joshua 24:33. The priests normally had no inheritance, but
there is an exception: Mount Ephraim [‘double fruit’]
• This is a territory of Judah
• Phinehas received the ‘double fruit’, a portion for the
firstborn, in the place of Kings
• This is just like Melchizedek: a King and Priest from Judah.
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Sons of Korah, ‘keepers of the door’
• Phinehas given the responsibilities of the sons of Korah see 1 Chronicles 9:19-20
• They became the ‘keepers of the door’ or ‘the entrance’
• See Psalm 84:1-2, 9-10
• They understood the importance of guarding the door.
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Samuel, given back to God

• “Because I have asked him of the LORD” (1 Samuel 1:20)
• “Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD” (v 28)
• “asked” and “lent” are the same Hebrew words
• ‘I asked the LORD for a man child. In giving him to me, the
LORD asked in return for his full time service’.
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Eli dies like an unredeemed ass, with
his neck broken (Exodus 13:13)
“The glory is departed from Israel”
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Qualities of the “faithful priest”

1.Samuel

listened to God

2.Samuel stood
up against
spiritual
corruption
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Qualities of the “faithful priest”

1.Samuel

listened to God

2.Samuel stood
up against
spiritual
corruption
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Zadok the “faithful priest”
• 1 Kings 2:24-27 “Solomon thrust our Abiathar”
• “So he drove out the man” (Genesis 3:24)
• Abiathar ~ ‘to show excess’ (root)
• Zadok ~ ‘righteousness’ (root)
• Abiathar’s priesthood sought excesses, but was made
right by Zadok (another lesson from Eden).
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The future blessing of Zadok
• Ezekiel 44:15-16: Zadok’s family (the family of Phinehas)
is described as those that kept the charge of the sanctuary
• In the kingdom, they will be able to approach God and be
in His presence again in the Garden / Paradise
• This is the promise to Phinehas and Zadok: to be Priests of
Righteousness (i.e. the Order of Melchizedek)
• This is the promise to us too.
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The Eternal Priesthood
[5] “Kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth”

Manitoulin Youth Conference 2016

The curtain embroidered with the
cherubim was torn in two, and
the path was made clear.
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Kings and Priests
• These King Priests have the stamp of Melchizedek (“forever
and ever” - Revelation 1:6)
• 5:10: “reign” (basileuo) ‘to reign as a king’, root ‘to be king’.
• 4:4 The Gk is thronos. See 3:21 (“throne” – thronos)
• Those that have “overcome” (3:21) nikao ~ ‘conquer,
prevail’. These are Priests who have fought the mental
warfare. From the Greek root nike which means ‘victory’
• 24 orders assigned to Zadok (16 Eleazar and 8 Ithamar - 1
Chronicles 24:4). This is “the everlasting priesthood”.
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Summary
• Adam: vital to ‘keep in the way’ by ‘dressing’ (working
in) and ‘keeping’ (guarding) God’s sanctuary
• True ‘restoration’ in the Garden could only be brought
about if we allowed our head, Christ, to rule over us
• Melchizedek: seeing God in our lives as “the most High
God” and believing He is our “shield and exceeding
great reward”
• With Phinehas, Samuel and Zadok: we must be listening
to God (ears open) and standing up against corruption.
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The “tree of life” (Genesis 2:9; 3:22,24) in the Hebrew is
“tree of [the] lives”, ‘az ha-chayiym, since chayiym (lives) is
the plural of chai (life), i.e. a multitude of lives in one tree. 5

A dead tree or a living tree?
• There is a Greek word, Dendron, which means ‘a living
tree’, but it is not used here in Revelation 22, but xulon
• Obviously a living tree as you can eat the fruit
(Revelation 2:7), and it bears fruit and leaves for
healing (22:3)
• See Acts 5:30; 10:39 also 13:29
• xulon is used to describe the cross. Life came forth from
that dead tree in blood and water.
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We finally discover that the Cherubim represent
the redeemed saints in the kingdom.
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The glory from the east
• Ezekiel sees the glory of God in the Cherubim: “This
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the
LORD” (Ezekiel 1:28)
• In chapter 10, this glory departs “the east gate of the
LORD’s house” (10:19)
• Then in chapter 11 the glory departs from the Mount
of Olives; however it returns in Ezekiel 43:1-7
• The glory of God in the Cherubim returns through the
eastern gate, and remains in the Temple forevermore.
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The saints enter at the east
• Revelation 16:12: “that the way of the kings of the east
might be prepared”, or RV: ‘that the way might be
made ready for the kings that come from the sun rising’
• A wonderful picture of the saints in glory, as Kings and
Priests, energised by the Sun of Righteousness (Malachi
4:2), entering the Temple or the Garden from the east.

9

